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g. The sexual Abuse of Children

The bible warns us of the perilous times that shall befall us in the last days, thus, the need to
beware and watch out for wolves in sheep’s clothing. It is mischievous how those who are
supposed to protect and care for the children and society are the very one's behaving
wolverine.

Anderson Ndlovu the kraal head of the Magwegwe village in Filabusi; % man trusted and
respected by many was surely a disgrace and a cruel animal. Having known about the
impregnation of his 14 year old daughter, did not lay charges on the culprit but requires
payment in terms of groceries monthly due to hunger in his home.

Mildred Ndlovu a grade 7 pupil at Maleme Primary School in Filabusi, daughter to Anderson
Ndlovu was impregnated by a 21 years old grandson of Barnabas Dube one of the
respected and reputable  villagers. There are much respected because there are
hardworking and known for their wealth as they are one of the richest people in the village
due to livestock and bumper harvesting different crops every year. Anderson Ndlovu
receives monthly groceries from the Barnabas family as a peace offering to appease and
buy his silence. This has led the Dube’s family daringly ask for this girl child to visit their
homestead as the bride.

At the age of 14 Mildred is now a sex object of attention to Dube family as there are covering
their tracks to remain respected in the village. She has no choice in being sexually abused
but to remain silent as long as there is food on the table for her family. There would
sometimes sleep without eating anything for days due to their father who is always busy in
valuing his leadership in the community than to also fend for his family. She dropped out of
school due to pregnancy and the school also remained quiet about the issue as they also
worry about their own families. There was no way of coping with sexual abuse as she was
now a teenage mother and her right to play, have fun, education and being protected by her
parents were being infringed by people who should care and support children.

Mildred was being abused everyday not only sexually but physically and mentally. As she
was now a bread winner of her family whilst the father was there busy with community
activities. It was one day when she had an idea of running away as she had gave birth to a
healthy baby boy. Carrying a baby at the aged of 14 became a burden to her as baby was
always crying and there was no adult to assist her except her younger siblings. Being a child
living on the street in the city centre was the only option for her to flee from problems that
she faced at home. Children living in the street are vulnerable to any forms of abuse and
they engage into risky activities that expose them to HIV and AIDS infection. There are more
at risk of further violence and poverty because there are more exposed to a lot of risks and
have less protection. They would steal from people, abuse drugs and alcohol and beg for
food in supermarkets and restaurants in order to survive,

It was one day when Mildred was saved by the bell, an organisation working with children
living on the street took her to their rehabilitation centre after she was found drunk and being
sexually abused by other male children living on the street. After a number of counselling
sessions she came out openly that what led her to live on the street was the abuse she was
facing at the village. This made the arrest of her father and the perpetrator. This was a sigh
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of relief to her as she and her siblings were taken to a foster home by the Department of
Social Services.

It is absurd how statutory rape can be covered up by the very man who is supposed to be a
father and the community leader. It is a dream for most children to be loved, protected and
supported by the community. Nowadays people mind their own business but who will protect
the next generation from all forms of abuse as our beloved sisters are being abused and
nothing is being done. Police officers who enforce the laws now accept bribes in cases that
need to be dealt with.

Gone were the days where a child was for everyone in the community. Children's needs
were addressed and guided from a cultural context that a child is everyone's responsibility
not only a child to the family members. A sense of belonging was felt by children that they
belong to the community through care and support being offered by the community. It is not
late to revive our good cultural practices in order to protect the next generation which will be
free from violence, sexual abuse and HIV and AIDS. If child protection committees can
effective work in every community this would be a relief to every child. A difference can only
be felt if children would fully enjoy their right to freedom of expression, protection by their
parents and the community. It start at community level to promote children rights up to
significant role players that include Non-Governmental Organisations, Media, relevant
ministries of the government and other influential policy makers that can enforce laws that
protect children in difficuities.




